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powerful bulwark. The two did, however, come into contact
in Italy, where the Byzantines since the time of Justinian had
retained a hold on the south and on Sicily. During the eighth
and ninth centuries they had been engaged in continual
conflict with the Moslems, here as in Asia Minor. The first
two Emperors of the Macedonian dynasty, Basil I and
Leo VI, great as were their achievements in administration
and legislation, were uniformly unsuccessful in the west.
Syracuse was lost in 878, and with the capture of the last
fortified post, Taormina, in 907 the island of Sicily fell into
Moslem hands.
This further advance of the Moslems was the more serious The Moslems
because it synchronised with a consolidation of Moslem powerin sPain
in Spain. The emirs of Cordova had long been independent
of the Caliphate, but in the ninth century their authority was
undermined by constant civil war and later by the hostility
of the Fatimites in North Africa. The Christian States in
the north were able to profit by Moslem dissensions, and to
begin tentatively the work of reconquest. The lead was
taken by the kingdom of Asturias (or Leon, as it became
early in the tenth century); Castile was as yet only a
county, and the other kingdom, Navarre, was interested in
combating Franks as well as Moslems. But this temporary
advance was immediately checked on the accession of
Abd-ar-Rahman III to the emirate in 912. He not only
united Moslem Spain under his sway but added the neigh-
bouring coasts of North Africa, and in 929 assumed the
title of Caliph. The Caliphate of Cordova was to last for a
hundred years, and during that time the hopes of a Christian
reconquest were definitely frustrated.
A feature of this period is the importance of sea-power. Important
It was one of the disastrous results of the weakness and division of
of authority that the naval provisions of Charlemagne were
allowed to lapse. The Vikings, ranging at will over their
native element, had an easy task in raiding peoples who could
not retaliate. So far afield did they travel that even the
coasts of Spain and Portugal experienced their ravages. But
here at last they came into contact with the Moslems, and had
to retire. The Moslems had always recognised the import-
ance of naval strength, and had become masters of the
Mediterranean. This made possible the conquest of Sicily,

